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criticisms excite in the official mind.
Biologists describe amongst the denizens
of the deep a certain catfish whose
function in nature is to maintain in health
the other fishes by constantly irritating
and biting them and keeping them
generally on the move. Well, the Indian
press is the catfish of the Government
of India. And if for that reason only,
the latter cannot be expected greatly to
love it.
Although officials, and with them' the
Anglo-Indian press, never weary of assev-
erating the non-representative character of
the native press, unquestionably these
papers do portray thoughts and ideas
fermenting in the minds of large masses
of the population. Orientals do not bare
their hearts when in conversation with
officials, nor would newspapers flourish
with a language and ideology wholly alien
to their readers. Alike in the unbridled
licence of some and in the obsequiousness
of others, we can hear the language of
a people for long ages debarred from
all that speaks for freedom1. There is